EXPANSION AND REFORM
1801-1861 |

Harriet Beecher Stowe stirs abolitionist feelings in
the North with antislavery novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin;L
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ABOLITION MOVEMENT
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Most abolitionists fought against slavery
by writing, protesting, and voting. A few,
like John Brown, thought that only
violence could end slavery.

John Brown’s raid on U.S. arsenal
fails. He is tried and executed

Congress
gags debate
on abolition
in 1836.

DERGROUND RAILROAD
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U.S. territory The Underground Railroad helped slaves reach safety
Direction of Underground after they escaped the South. Routes led beyond the
P o iiroad United States after 1850, when the Fugitive Slave Act
Political boundaries of 1861 pade the Herth unsafe.
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Runaway slaves like this boy faced
many hardships. Harriet Tubman was
one of the few abolitionists brave
enough to go to the South and guide
such runaways to freedom.
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